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Rick Steves : Travel as a Political Act  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised Travel as a Political Act: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Rick Steves is one of my favorite travellers. He is fully willing to 
admit that ...By MichaelRick Steves is one of my favorite travellers. He is fully willing to admit that not everything he 
does is always the best thing. He recognizes that many people have many different goals when travelling. In this book 
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he explains his growth as a traveller and the adventures he has had throughout Europe. It is a great book that touches 
on a lot of things that smaller travel writers can't fully grasp.6 of 7 people found the following review helpful. Brilliant 
Commentary on Travel and PoliticsBy ellakayThis book is brilliant. Everyone who travels should read it. Anyone who 
doesn't travel should read it. It really breaks down what you can learn from travel and how it impacts us, not only as 
individuals, but as a culture and a society. I'm a fan of Rick Steves and have heard him speak in person about these 
issues. I'm really glad that he expanded them into a book, where they make an even more forceful and effective 
argument, and included some wonderful travel adventures of his own to go along with them.With me, he's preaching 
to the choir. I'm the kind of traveler that would never, ever go to a destination and then not leave my hotel, or take a 
cruise and simply go shopping in port, not taking the time to learn anything about the culture and history of the place 
I'm visiting. I feel that these things are vitally important to my growth as a human being and my understanding of the 
world around me. So, this kind of discussion is right up my alley.I've heard many people say that they think the most 
compelling chapters are the ones on Iran and drugs. However, I was really intrigued by the parts about Central 
America and Denmark. Everyone who reads this book is going to find a chapter that particularly speaks to them.I 
wrote about this book in a travel community online and someone actually replied that she thinks Steves has no 
business talking about politics. That really made me shake my head in wonder. Don't all American citizens have the 
right, and in fact the responsibility to talk about politics? Shouldn't we all be encouraging each other to be the best 
citizens that we can be? I think so. Rick Steves thinks so, too. And he thinks something as simple as taking a vacation 
can help us be better citizens. I heartily agree.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Excellent 
perspective!By CustomerPicked this up at my local used book store and it was so good, I bought it for a friend! 
Beautifully written, really great perspective! This book taught me a lot, and I've planned my first trip outside of the US 
for this spring. Thank you!

Travel connects people with people. It helps us fit more comfortably and compatibly into a shrinking world. And it 
inspires creative new solutions to persistent problems facing our nation. We cant understand our world without 
experiencing it. Traveling as a Political Act helps us take that first step.Theres more to travel than good-value hotels, 
great art, and tasty cuisine. Americans who travel as a political act can have the time of their lives and come home 
smarterwith a better understanding of the interconnectedness of todays world and just how our nation fits in.In his new 
book, acclaimed travel writer Rick Steves explains how to travel more thoughtfullyto any destination. He shares a 
series of field reports from Europe, Central America, Asia, and the Middle East to show how his travels have shaped 
his politics and broadened his perspective.www.ricksteves.com

About the AuthorRick Steves is the host, writer and producer of the popular Oregon Public Broadcasting television 
series Rick Steves' Europe. Over the past 15 years, Steves has hosted nearly 100 travel shows for public television 
(most still airing in rebroadcasts) and numerous pledge specials. In 2005 Steves launched a weekly public radio 
program, Travel with Rick Steves. He has also written twelve country guidebooks, nine city and regional guides, six 
phrase books, and co-authored Europe 101: History and Art for Travelers. His guidebook to Italy is the bestselling 
international guidebook in the U.S. In 1999, he tackled a new genre of travel writing with his anecdotal Postcards from 
Europe, recounting his favorite moments from 25 years of travel. He lives in Edmonds, Washington. 


