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Joyce Mendelsohn : Touring the Flatiron District: Walks in Four Historic Districts  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Touring the Flatiron District: Walks in Four Historic 
Districts: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Excellently Organized, very knowledgeableBy A CustomerThis 
author is incredibly well known in NYC as a city historian and has a supreme knowledge about the area. The book is 
organized in a logical manner and the photographs are excellent as well as interesting. A must have for anyone planing 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0964706121


to tour, or live in lower manhattan. makes a great gift/Housewarming present! I look forward to her next book about 
the lower east side. I hear the photo research for that is amazing as well.2 of 2 people found the following review 
helpful. An entirely readable stroll through a fascinating place.By A CustomerThe research is impecable. The 
photographs are fabulous and the book is very easy to follow, whether you are walking the neighborhoods with it or 
sitting on your couch. Rarely do tour books include original research as well as challenge prior thought, as this one 
has. This is an indespensible guide for anyone interested in the history of New York and/or the history of the 
architechure of cities.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. A wonderful surpriseBy Marco GuascoI adore 
the lower part of Midtown (under 34th St.) and this book is what I was looking for. Quick, concise but at the same 
time rich and precious is a work that covers comprehensively some of the most fascinating Manhattan's 
neighbourhoods. From the elegant Gramercy Park to the fashionable Chelsea, Touring the Flatiron is an amazing 
experience either for the native either for the visitor.

The third volume in the Conservancy Tours series, Touring the Flatiron explores the history, architecture and allure of 
the district anchored by the Flatiron building. The Flatiron district travels from the Victorian department stores of 
Ladies Mile to the early skyscrapers of Madison Square and the Greek Revival rowhouses of Gramercy Park and 
Chelsea, four neighborhoods linked together by 23rd St. Using period photographs, illustrations, maps and text, the 
pocket-size guidebook leads readers not only to the historic buildings but takes them beyond the facades to the stories 
of their inhabitants. Edith Wharton, Herman Melville, O.Henry, Stephen Crane, Standford White and Clement Clarke 
Moore were just a few prominent residents of the Flatiron district. Touring the Flatiron is your entr into the world of 
the carriage trade, the world of privilege and poverty depicted in such works as the Age of Innocence and Ragtime. 
Discover the rich history of one of New York Citys best loved districts on foot. Comfortable shoes are recommended.

About the AuthorNew York Landmarks Conservancy is a private, not-for-profit organization dedicated to preserving, 
protecting, and reusing architecturally significant buildings. Their two other walking tour guides are Touring Historic 
Harlem and Touring the Upper East Side. Joyce Mendelsohn is an historian and author who teaches New York City 
history and architecture at The New School. Author of 25 Years of Preserving New York, 1973-1998, a History of the 
New York Landmarks Conservancy, she is available for illustrated slide lectures, walking tours and signings. 


