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Paul Piana : Touch the Sky: The Needles in the Black Hills of South Dakota (American Alpine Club climber's 
guide)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Touch the Sky: 
The Needles in the Black Hills of South Dakota (American Alpine Club climber's guide): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. The Ultimate Needles Climbing BookBy J. MarmonGreat maps of 
the Needles, great descriptions of the area. Make sure you get the 'loose' maps sold with the book. They are the best 
part for the ultimate climbing experience.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Best book to climbs in the 
NeedlesBy JWParkerPaul Piana and Todd Skinner are well known in the world of climbing. But some folks don't 
know that Paul first climbed in the Needles, in the early seventies. His descriptions of the routes are sometimes 
sketchy, but this is nonetheless the classic book on climbing in the Black Hills. He includes some maps of the various 
areas, and a good introductory section on the history of climnbing in the area. Some interesting biographical notes, 
including Herb and Jan Conn, some Yosemite greats and others.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. 
Great piece of work for its timeBy sylvan rocks climbingTouch the sky is a great book for its time, but don't buy this 
book and expect to find a modern day guidebook. Lots has changed over the years and lots of details were not included 
in this guidebook. There is a new book out for the Mount Rushmore area and other areas east of Harney Peak that has 
something like 900 routes in it. Plenty of adventure climbs to keep you busy. If you are a fan of the Needles, and like 
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climbing history...be sure to grab a copy of Touch the Sky. If you are looking to come and climb here...grab the new 
Busse and Burr book.

"This guidebook is extensively based on A CLIMBER'S GUIDE TO THE NEEDLES IN THE BLACK HILLS OF 
SOUTH DAKOTA by Bob Kamps which, in turn, is based on an earlier ten-page mimeographed guidebook by Herb 
Conn, entitled ROCK CLIMBS IN THE NEEDLES.


