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Federal Writers' Project of the Works Progress Administration in New York City : The WPA guide to New 
York City: The Federal Writers' Project guide to 1930s New York  before purchasing it in order to gage whether 
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The WPA guide to New York City: The Federal Writers' Project 
guide to 1930s New York: 

3 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Great book about New York back in the dayBy Douglas B. BarrI 
have a collection of books about New York. I perfer to read about it these days more than visit it, because I want to 
remember a time when you encountered something other than a camera toting, bermuda shorts wearing well-heeled 
tourist family on the sidewalks. It seems thats all you see now. What happened to all the people who slept on the 
benches, what happened even to all those orthodox jews with long beards? So much seems to have dissapeared since 
the late 70s.What happened to 42nd street- it looks like disneyland now, makes me wanna just about barf! What 
happened to the "Times Square Motor hotel" or the Sloane house YMCA on 34th st? Nine dollars a night back in '78. 
Back in those days, a teenage kid could come to Manhattan and be able to afford a room. The cheapest room you 
gonna find now is $250.00, for the most cramped room you ever stayed in. Unless you go to a bar and find some 
native willing to rent you a spare room in an apartment. They have chased out everybody except tourists, this was the 
goal it seems.All the natives are gone! It was Gulianni who did it, back in the late 80s- early 90s, and it has only 
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continued to get worse since then. New York used to take pride in being one of the more compassionate big cities, as 
far as the poor were concerned, and as far as diversity was concerned. 911 seems to have done far more damage than 
anybody even is honest about This book was written at a time when I most would like to have visited, 1939. And 
reading this book is about as close as you can get to visiting in those days. It has been called the best book about New 
York. The only one that might be as good, in my opinion, is "You Must Remember This", the book of reminisances by 
people who lived in Manhattan between 1890- 1940, edited by Jeff Kisseloff. Yes, reading this book is maybe better 
than visiting New York. Visiting it is only a pain in the neck. Why visit?, I have google earth, I can see all the fat 
tourists right on my PC, without paying a dime. I can also see how they wrecked the greatest city in the world, just like 
they did with Las vegas too, and turned it into a domesticated cross between a shopping mall and a G-rated theme 
park, now it looks like "times Square" was designed by Regis and Kathy Lee friggin-Gifford now, i swear to christ.But 
this is nothing new. They have been ruining Manhattan since the 20th centuary first began. Pretty soon nobody but the 
very wealthy will go there at all, and soon after that, even THEY will find it to be a drag. They will long for all those 
street people they once found so disturbing, just like I already long for them. I know one thing, those street people 
were a lot more interesting than what you have left in New York since they have been eliminated3 of 3 people found 
the following review helpful. A treasure for New Yorkophiles!By Paul S. JellinekPart of a massive government-
sponsored writing project to help put the nation's writers back to work during the Great Depression, the WPA Guide to 
New York City takes the reader back to the New York City of the 1930's, neighborhood by neighborhood, block by 
block, building by building. You can almost taste the blintzes on the Lower East Side and the aroz con pollo in 
Spanish Harlem. This remarkable book about our nation's most remarkable city is as close to time travel as you can 
get--and what a trip!18 of 18 people found the following review helpful. The golden age of New YorkBy RobAnyone 
interested in New York City will find this book absolutely fascinating. Imagine being transported to the City's golden 
age -the years during which America was emerging from the Depression---and before being thrust into World War 
Two. The City is chronicled neighborhood by neighborhood and includes interesting historical background 
information. With this book you will see New York through the eyes of the past; One of my all time favorites.

Originally published in 1939 at the time of the World's Fair, this is a reissue of this guide for time-travellers. It offers 
New York-lovers and 1930s-buffs a look at life as it was lived in the days when a trolley ride cost only a few cents, a 
room at the Plaza was $7.50, Dodger fans flocked to Ebbetts Field, and the new World's Fair was the talk of the town. 
The New York of 1939 was a city where adventures began under the clock at the Biltmore, the big liners sailed at 
midnight, and Times Square was considered the crossroads of the world.

From Library JournalThis and several similar guides were sanctioned by the Federal Writers Project in the 1930s. 
Published in 1939, WPA Guide, which was praised by the New York Times as "one of the best books ever published 
about New York," dissects the wicked city in minute detail with the aid of maps and photos. With the American 
Library Association meeting in Manhattan next July, this book will help librarians brush up on the Big 
Apple.Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc. Useful, broadly informative, and amazing. -- The New York 
Times, 23 July 1939 


