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Richard Durbin : The Wisconsin River: An Odyssey through Time and Space  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Wisconsin River: An Odyssey through Time and 
Space: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A "must have" for all Wisconsin River buffs...By Jeffrey A. 
KlineWow - Professor Durbin did a FANTASTIC job with this book. I have been an avid Wisconsin River buff my 
entire life. Professor Durbin brings to life the stories of the nation's "hardest working" river. Incredible narratives, 
coupled with great insight on the nature and geography of the various regions.I've canoed over 150 miles of this famed 
river. Professor Durbin's book is critical to anyone planning a trip. If not for the paddling and navigation notes alone, 
his book makes you appreciate those who have travelled this path before!0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. Would make a great giftBy Kay A TheisenLiving near the River all my life the book detailed many stories I 
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have heard all of my life.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. a must for all who know or wish to know 
more about this national treasureBy river nutI had previously purchased 2 or 3 copies as gifts and later realized that I 
no longer had a copy of my own. A recent visit to the National Mississippi River Museum rekindled my interest and 
enthusiasm for the Wisconsin River. It is a great treasure and the author does a splendid job in describing the history as 
well as providing information for those who are interested in a quiet and yet exhilarating canoeing experience..

Written for history buffs, boaters, and outdoor enthusiasts alike, this engaging narrative history includes twenty-five 
vignettesRafting Lumber, Early Travelers, Steamboatsthat highlight the people, places, and events associated with the 
Wisconsin River in the nineteenth century. Illustrated with thirty-five historic photographs, the book includes maps 
showing the locations of dams, portages, access points, mileage markers, and communities. Author Richard D. Durbin 
has also compiled, for the first time, a list of all the rapids that once punctuated the rivers course (only one remains 
today) and short histories of the dams presently on the river. The extensive bibliography and index are a trove for 
those exploring the history of the river that is so central to Wisconsin, both geographically and culturally.Distributed 
for Spring Freshet Press.

From the Back CoverThis book is a comprehensive account of the river's natural history and its place in the evolution 
of the Badger State from majestic pinery to agricultural leader. In its pages, you'll learn how the Wisconsin River got 
its name, how its whims influenced the names and fates of towns that grew up along its banks, and how changes in the 
river's course often changed the course of Wisconsin history. As you follow the story of the mighty Wisconsin, you'll 
meet some of the most unique and colorful individuals you could imagine. Armchair travelers will enjoy its lively, 
engaging narrative and the many historical photos and maps that illustrate the text. Serious canoeists will appreciate 
the detailed maps of each section of the river, beginning at the headwaters in northern Wisconsin and traversing the 
state to its confluence with the Mississippi River on the Wisconsin-Minnesota border. Each map includes placement of 
dams, portages, takeouts, major cities and mileage markers, making trip planning simple and fast. Students of state 
history will appreciate the comprehensive index and bibliography included in this authoritative treatment. The author's 
exhaustive research both on the river and off is evident in the detailed accounts of towns built and destroyed, fortunes 
made and lost, and lives sustained and taken away by the one river large and powerful enough to share the state's 
name.About the AuthorRichard D. Durbin, Professor Emeritus of Plant Pathology at the University of 
WisconsinMadison, spent fourteen years researching this book, following the Wisconsin River from its source to the 
Mississippi. 


