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3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Surprizingly great little book!By Cindy MI have recommended this 
book to my friends this way. So...it appears that there was no Travel Channel in 1820! So the travelers took scribes 
with them who very eloquently wrote about all of the sights and sounds of the trips that the people took. This is how 
we know what the Indian tribes looked like and how they lived in great detail. These are my ancestors so I read this 
with great interest but I believe this book will be interesting to anyone. These people wrote well and their subjects 
were raw and colorful. Great stuff!! I could not put it down.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Very 
insightful and well done.By Carolin J. HixonAs a genealogist, I enjoy reading first hand accounts that give me insight 
into what my own ancestors may have experienced while living in a particular place at a particular time. Kudos to the 
editor who did an excellent job of compiling the excerpts from each author's published travel journal and of citing his 
sources so that one could find and read more by any author particularly appealing to the reader.3 of 3 people found the 
following review helpful. brings history to lifeBy NitaLove this little book. A collection of actual letters sent home 
from folks who traveled through and lived in the southeast when it was still a primitive wilderness. Lots of interactions 
with the native tribes who were not always friendly. Very interesting !

The Very Worst Road contains sixteen contemporary accounts by travelers who reached Alabama along what was 
known as the Old Federal Road, more a network of paths than a single road, that ran from Columbus and points south 
in Georgia for more or less due west into central Alabama and to where the confluence of the Tallapoosa and Coosa 
Rivers forms the Alabama River.

One of the best [writings on early highways] is a little book titled The Very Worst Road, a compilation of the 
nightmarish accounts of travelers on the old Federal Road that crossed from Georgia through former Creek Indian 
lands to near Montgomery, where it jagged south. Built through mud and swamps as a corduroy log route, it was a 
universe apart from smooth, bland Interstate 85, which parallels part of the old road today. 


