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Eve Zibart, Lea Lane : The Unofficial Guide to New York City (Unofficial Guides)  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Unofficial Guide to New York City (Unofficial 
Guides): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Carrie J. KummerGreat2 of 2 people found the 
following review helpful. Not a reliable source of info for travel to NYCBy Z HayesMy family recently went on 
vacation to a couple of cities, such as Washington D.C., Philadelphia, NYC and Boston. I really found the information 
in The Unofficial Guide to Washington, D.C. to be immensely useful in planning our 5 day stay there. The guide was 
filled with useful information about touring tips, and we planned our itinerary accordingly, saving much time and 
effort in the process."The Unofficial Guide to New York City" on the other hand was utterly disappointing - there 
were no touring hints or strategies, and the information also seemed all over the place. The restaurant guide appeared 
incomplete, not covering certain sectors of the city, and on the whole, this guide was not a reliable tour guide of NYC. 
I also used another guide, Frommer's, and found that much more useful. Pass on this one.18 of 20 people found the 
following review helpful. Unofficially, it's inconsistentBy Gotta pay yer dues if ya wanna sing the blues**Who 
wouldn't like to get the unofficial word on a big complex city? Who wouldn't like to feel that they were going to be 
able to find the places that make a city memorable, and that they weren't going to stick out as easy pickings while 
doing so?These guide books promise, essentially, that you will know what you are doing before you've actually had 
the experience, removing some of the nasty anxiety of going horribly wrong as you set out to find urban magic. Some 
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of their features are excellent. The hotel section, for instance, is comprehensive and gives several ways of looking for a 
hotel that might match your needs. Neighborhood overviews are also very fine.HOWEVER! other aspects are both 
annoying and silly. Addresses are often wrong; hours of operation ditto; information about public transporation is (to 
be charitable) out-of-date. Nothing quite beats hopping confidently onto a bus with a pocket full of dollar bills, only to 
discover that busses only accept tokens or quarters.They don't do badly at explaining what attitude you need to take to 
manage in New York, but neither do they do well. They hint, for example, at the importance of tipping, but do not 
convey the underlying fact that tipping in NYC is essentially small-time protection money. Not that that's a bad thing. 
Similarly, restaurant coverage was unimaginative, but maybe there is no way to predict whether a tourist would prefer 
a very very safe and bland experience, or is more adventurous and would prefer places where the locals eat. Even then, 
which locals?This book helped us find a hotel that pleased us. Still, the other aspects annoyed us sufficiently that we 
left it behind in JFK before we took off.

From the publishers of The Unofficial Guide to Walt Disney World"A Tourist's Best Friend!"--Chicago Sun-
Times"Indispensable"--The New York TimesFive Great Features and Benefits offered ONLY by The Unofficial 
Guide:* Honest, streetwise advice that allows you to feel safe, comfortable, and at home in the Big Apple* Hotels at 
every price level, ranked and rated for value and quality of rooms--plus proven strategies for getting the best rates* 
The best restaurants for every taste and budget* How to get tickets to the hottest Broadway shows--and not pay full 
price for them* The straight truth on all the attractions, from Central Park to the Statue of LibertySample 
RatingMetropolitan Museum of Art?Appeal by Age Preschool Grade school Teens Young adults Over 30 SeniorsFifth 
Avenue between 80th and 84th streets (entrance at 82nd), Upper East Side; # 212-535-7710; 
www.metmuseum.orgType of attraction?One of the greatest museum collections in the world. Nearest subway 
station?86th Street. Admission?"Suggested" $15 adults, $10 seniors; $7 students; children ages 11 and under free. 
Hours?Sunday and Tuesday-Thursday, 9:30 a.m.-5:15 p.m.; Friday and Saturday, 9:30 a.m.-8:45 p.m.; closed Monday. 
When to go?Friday and Saturday evenings for dining and music; call # 212-570-3949 for special events schedule. 
Special comments?No strollers allowed on Sundays. Author's rating?We could visit this every time we were in New 
York and never feel as if we had seen it all. How much time to allow?1H-5 hours.

From the PublisherThe renowned Unofficial Guides are trusted by millions of readers. No other series offers such 
candid evaluations; every hotel and attraction is rated and ranked by a team of unbiased inspectors, so readers can be 
sure they're spending their time and money wisely. Each guide features detailed descriptions of a wide range of hotels 
and restaurants in all price categories, with all the details pulled out so they're extremely easy to scan. Readers love the 
rating system used to objectively evaluate attractions, hotels, and restaurants. Handy charts demonstrate how each 
place stacks up against the competition. There's a wealth of information -- enough to satisfy even the most compulsive 
planner. Each Unofficial Guide is tailored to provide convenience and insider advice on the destination it covers, and 
addresses the needs of everyone from families to business travelers. Also included are accurate maps, plus detailed 
information on shopping, nightlife, sports, and more.From the Back CoverFrom the publishers of The Unofficial 
Guide to Walt Disney World"A Tourist's Best Friend!"Chicago Sun-Times"Indispensable"The New York TimesFive 
Great Features and Benefits offered ONLY by The Unofficial Guide:Honest, streetwise advice that allows you to feel 
safe, comfortable, and at home in the Big AppleHotels at every price level, ranked and rated for value and quality of 
roomsplus proven strategies for getting the best ratesThe best restaurants for every taste and budgetHow to get tickets 
to the hottest Broadway showsand not pay full price for themThe straight truth on all the attractions, from Central Park 
to the Statue of LibertySample RatingMetropolitan Museum of ArtAppeal by Age Preschool Grade school Teens 
Young adults Over 30 SeniorsFifth Avenue between 80th and 84th streets (entrance at 82nd), Upper East Side; # 212-
535-7710; www.metmuseum.orgType of attractionOne of the greatest museum collections in the world. Nearest 
subway station86th Street. Admission"Suggested" $15 adults, $10 seniors; $7 students; children ages 11 and under 
free. HoursSunday and TuesdayThursday, 9:30 a.m.5:15 p.m.; Friday and Saturday, 9:30 a.m.8:45 p.m.; closed 
Monday. When to goFriday and Saturday evenings for dining and music; call # 212-570-3949 for special events 
schedule. Special commentsNo strollers allowed on Sundays. Author's ratingWe could visit this every time we were in 
New York and never feel as if we had seen it all. How much time to allow1H5 hours.About the AuthorEVE ZIBART 
HAS WRITTEN MORE ABOUT dining and entertainment than most people experience in a lifetime. In her early 
years as the pop music and culture reporter for, first, the Nashville Tennessean and then for the Washington Post, Eve 
quickly exhibited a flair for scene and sensory detail coupled with an aptitude for grammar and an extensive 
vocabulary. She rapidly moved through the ranks of the Post as a Style feature writer, a Maryland columnist, the TV 
editor, and a Weekend assistant editor. Long known to friends and fans as Dr. Nightlife, Eve has enough experience 
and knowledge to advise the Joint Chiefs of Staff on national trends. Currently, Eve is the restaurant critic for the 
Washington Posts Weekend section.In addition to her responsibilities at the Post, Eve is a columnist for Book Page 
and has been a regular contributor to USAir Inflight, New England Financial Journal, Impress, and Four Seasons 
magazines.She has also written for Cosmopolitan, Town and Country, and Playboy. Given an amazing ability to turn 



24 hours into 30, Eve has found time to author several books, including The Ethnic Food Lovers Companion; The 
Eclectic Gourmet Guide to Washington, D.C.; The Unofficial Guide to New Orleans; The Unofficial Guide to Walt 
Disney World for Grown-Ups; and Inside Disney: The Incredible Story of Walt Disney World and the Man Behind the 
Mouse.NATIVE NEW YORKER RACHEL F. FREEMAN (Dining and Nightlife contributor) believes it is her duty 
to act as both foodie and night owl. Having lived abroad for 11 years, she returned to New York with a renewed 
hunger for what the city has to offer, resisting the temptation to join the ranks of the jaded. She has written for 
guidebooks in Warsaw, Poland, and has a passion for Edinburgh and the Highlands and Islands of Scotland. She has 
written for Poland Business Guide, Wider Insider, Warsaw Insider, and Voyage magazine.LEA LANE HAS 
TRAVELED TO OVER 110 COUNTRIES AND has been a columnist for Gannett newspapers, a TV travel and 
lifestyle reporter, and managing editor of the newsletter Travel Smart. She writes for magazines and newspapers, 
including The New York Times, and is a major contributor to guidebooks, including those on Belgium, Greece, Italy, 
and New York. She has written Steps to Better Writing, The Worlds Most Exciting Cruises, The Unofficial Guide to 
South Florida, and The Unofficial Guide to Bed and Breakfasts and Country Inns in New England. Her newest book, 
Solo Traveler: Tales and Tips for Great Trips, was chosen as runner-up for Best Travel Book of the Year by the North 
American Travel Journalists Association.Leas popular lifestyle Web site is www.sololady.com. 


