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Kay Showker : The Unofficial Guide to Cruises (Unofficial Guides)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether 
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Unofficial Guide to Cruises (Unofficial Guides): 

10 of 11 people found the following review helpful. Very Good Source For Cruise InformationBy Robert I. 
Hedges"The Unofficial Guide to Cruises 2003" is a well written book that is a quite complete guide to virtually all 
cruises that you might realistically be interested in. The detail on different ships and lines is excellent, though I 
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personally think that the Berlitz book "Ocean Cruising Cruise Ships 2003" is more detailed on the ships themselves, 
and is generally easier to use than "The Unofficial Guide to Cruises 2003," though both have strong and weak 
points.The strength of this book is in the complete and clear explanations of every aspect of a cruise for someone new 
to cruising. Some people like the breakdown by separate quality and value scales, but I didn't find it particularly user 
friendly, and often was scratching my head trying to resolve the grades received with narrative about particular ships. 
Once again, I think Berlitz has a more straightforward numerical system where it is clear why each ship got the overall 
score that it got.While I prefer the Berlitz book marginally, this is also an excellent book with it's own unique 
viewpoints and strengths. My strategy has become to use the two books in tandem, as together there is a complete 
picture that neither book completely captures on it's own. Overall a noble effort and in the end this book is 
recommended for anyone considering a cruise, especially first time cruisers.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. good inforBy Brenda SimicI bought this book to help me decide which would be the perfect cruise. It has a lot 
of information of various lines and what factors may help you decide. There are a few more ships that have been built 
since this came out. The problem is, with all this info, I'm totally overwhelmed and still can't decide.0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. love these guidesBy Barbara PanzanoI love these unofficial guides, and I have 
several for different locations. I update them every few years to places that we go often. They are easy to understand 
and focus on what I want to know.

In keeping with the Unofficial Guide philosophy, this book pulls no punches as it reports on the nitty-gritty details of 
more than 100 cruise lines and 500 ships, ranking each for value and quality. The authors reveal industry secrets for 
getting the lowest possible fares, share helpful hints for getting the cabin you want most at a price you can afford, and 
give strategies for booking hassle-free air connections, making the most of your time and money on board, and 
figuring out who your fellow passengers will be.

.com This winner of the Lowell Thomas award for Best New Guidebook is for travelers who want to step behind the 
scenes of the world's top cruise lines. In keeping with the Unofficial Guide philosophy, this book pulls no punches as it 
reports on the nitty-gritty details of more than 120 cruise lines and 350 ships, ranking each for value and quality. The 
authors reveal industry secrets for getting the lowest possible fares, share helpful hints for getting the cabin you want 
most at a price you can afford, and give strategies for booking hassle-free air connections, making the most of your 
time and money on board, and figuring out who your fellow passengers will be. The Unofficial Guide to Cruises: 1999 
is a great resource for tried-and-true cruise passengers, those new to cruising, and those wanting to try something fresh 
on their next cruise vacation. --Kathryn True "...this unstuffy guide is bound to prove useful when trying to select your 
cruise ship..." (Lloyd's List, 13 February 2004)From the Back CoverFive Great Features and Benefits offered ONLY 
by The Unofficial Guide : More than 100 cruise lines and 500 ships reviewed and ranked for value and quality 
Complete details on cruise lines, ships, and itineraries around the world Industry secrets for getting the lowest possible 
fare, plus extras like free vacation days Everything you need to know to make planning your cruise vacation fun and 
easy Helpful hints for getting the best cabinwithout breaking your bank account 


