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Maurice S. Sullivan : The Travels of Jedediah Smith  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would 
be worth my time, and all praised The Travels of Jedediah Smith: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Not disappointed at allBy Joseph DimaggioBig fan of Jedediah 
Strong Smith so this was a welcome addition to my library. Not disappointed at all.7 of 7 people found the following 
review helpful. Of great importance to western explorationBy William J. Higgins,IIIHistorians and enthusiasts of U.S. 
exploration are very fortunate that these journals of Jedediah Smith have survived so that we have a better 
understanding as to past events and life as it was so long ago. The book begins with a short but enlightening 
autobiography from Smith himself on how and why he entered the fur trade. The following chapter is the finale of his 
epic 1826-1827 ramble across the Great Basin from California where he and his two men nearly perished. The focus of 
the book is on his second California expedition to California in 1827-1828, then up to Oregon and Washington. While 
the second expedition was disastrous in the loss of ten men to the Mohave Indians along the Colorado River and 
fifteen men lost to the Umpqua Indians in Oregon, it was monumental in exploration and cartography for the United 
States. Sandwiched between these two massacres were confrontations with Mexican officials. Also included are letters 
from HBC Chief Trader McLeod on his journey with Smith back to the Umpqua River in order to recover what was 
stolen from Smith and his party by these marauding Indians. A very historic book because of the journals and 
Sullivan's thorough editing. The precursor to these journals would be the book "The Southwest Expedition of Jedediah 
S. Smith: His Personal Account of the Journey to California, 1826-1827", edited by George R. Brooks.2 of 9 people 
found the following review helpful. A STARTING POINTBy A CustomerThis is a good book if you are interested in 
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a brief synopsis or precis of the Lewis and Clark Journals. The Introduction is informative and accurate. There is a 
note on the text detailing the editing process, and the constraints the author was confined to. All in all, it is a good, 
quick summary of the journals. It should be noted that the first entry is for May 13, 1804, so any earlier history of the 
expedition is ommitted. Additionally, the entries end on September 24, 1806. Basically stated, for the price it is a good 
value. If you are interested in a beginning primer on the expedition of Lewis and Clark, you cannot go wrong by 
starting here.

Maurice Sullivans pioneering work in the 1930s on Jedediah Smith contributed to the rediscovery of the mountain 
man who was the first American citizen to travel overland to California, to turn eastward and cross the Great Basin, 
and later to proceed by land from southern California to northern Oregon. Sullivans discovery of portions of Smiths 
journals was important in piecing together those historical explorations.brbrThe Travels of Jedediah Smith begins with 
Smith's own sketch of his entry into the fur trade in 1822, when he left St. Louis with an expedition headed by William 
H. Ashley and Andrew Henry. The book continues with Smith's daily record from June 23,1827, to July 3,1828, 
dealing with his remarkable journey on foot over the Utah desert, his second visit to California and his trip to Oregon. 
Those who enjoyed The Southwest Expedition of Jedediah S. Smith, also a Bison Book, will want to read about his 
further adventures in The Travels of Jedediah Smith. Sullivan has supplied continuity that fills out Smith's career. 
Included is the diary of the fur trader Alex R. McLeod, describing events during the Hudson's Bay Company 
expedition in 1828 to recover Jedediah Smith's property after the massacre of some in his party on the Umpqua River 
in Oregon.


