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From McSweeney's: The Strangest of Theatres: Poets Writing Across Borders before purchasing it in order to
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Strangest of Theatres: Poets Writing Across
Borders:

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. READ THIS BOOKBY Catniplf you're awriter. If you're a poet. If
you an artist. If you're a parent, a student, ateacher, or anything else READ THIS BOOK. There are partsthat |
struggled through (Elizabeth Bishop and | just don't really care for each other) the book as awhole is an inspiration
and an honest conversation with the idea of crossing borders with our words. It's wonderful. Read it.


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1938073274

The Strangest of Theatres explores how poets who are willing to venture beyond our borders can serve as envoys to
the wider world and revitalize American poetry in the process. What are they looking for when they leave? What do
they find? How does their experience shape them, and what is revealed when they sit down at their desks and take up
the pen?Original and reprinted essays by contemporary poets who have spent time abroad address questions of
estrangement, identity, and home. These reflections represent a diverse atlas of experience from authors such as Kazim
Ali, Elizabeth Bishop, Naomi Shihab Nye, Nick Flynn, Y usef Komunyakaa, Claudia Rankine, Alissa Valles, and
many others.Following these literary reflections is a roundtable conversation among fourteen poets as well as a section
that provides practical re-sources for finding work abroad, applying for fellowships and residencies, funding atrip,
obtaining proper travel documents, and attending to other cultural considerations. Thisinspiring, useful book
addresses concerns relevant to any American writer preparing to go abroad, already traveling, just returning, or simply
dreaming of the faraway.

The Strangest of Theatresis an invaluable resource for poets blessed with a spirit of adventure. These reflections,
insights, and tips will orient wanderers of every stripe, from those contemplating their first trip abroad to hardened
travelers, instructing one and all in the pleasures and meaning of crossing borders. Y our passport, please. The planeis
boarding.Christopher Merrill, The University of lowa



