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17 of 17 people found the following review helpful. WonderfulBy William J. Higgins,IIIWith several editions of this 
book available, this review refers to the original 1920 publication. The book is an enjoyable and delightful account of 
Jedediah Smith and the men in his immediate circle who, over a period of eight years, explored and trapped the Rocky 
Mountains to the Pacific during the years 1823-1831. Although I did come across a few historical inaccuracies, this 
can be attributed to the fact that some documentation, letters, journals, etc. did not surface till later dates. For instance, 
James Clyman was with Smith during many of these exploits, and his "Journal of a Mountain Man" wasn't published 
until 1928. Dale Morgan's "Jedediah Smith And The Opening Of The West" which was published in 1953, gives the 
reader a more in depth study (with more historical documentation available at the time) into the character, 
achievements and defeats of this remarkable man. Neihardt's writing style is to be commended though, as he is very 
descriptive and expressive.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Splendid ReadBy PowderhoundI bought 
this book for my friend after reading the Kindle Addition of Neihardt's account. I have read several different accounts 
of the Ashley Party members and their discoveries and adventures. This account is a much more enjoyable read, as the 
story flows far better than the other accounts. I believe those readers who are familiar with the detailed history will 
still enjoy Neihardt's presentation.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. file unreadableBy CustomerUpon 
downloading this book, we were horribly disappointed to discover that the file displays partial pages, in a sideways 
orientation and tiny print. We tried changing display settings to no avail. This problem rendered the book unreadable 
on our device.

With the publication of The Splendid Wayfaring in 1920, John G. Neihardt sought to restore the reputation of a 
mountain man who went far in opening up the American West. The exciting narrative begins in 1822, when Smith 
ascended the Missouri River in the first fur-trading expedition of William H. Ashley and Andrew Henry, and ends in 
1831, when he was killed by Comanche Indians on the Cimarron River. In the intervening years Smith became the 
first explorer to recognize South Pass as the gateway to the Far West, the first overlander to reach California and travel 
up the coast to the Columbia River, and the first white man to cross the Sierra Nevada and the Great Basin from west 
to east. The Splendid Wayfaring follows in novelistic detail the history-making adventures of Smith and his 
companions.

"One of the most truly dramatic themes in American history.""An American prose epic; an absorbing tale of courage 
and endurance."From the Back CoverWith the publication of The Splendid Wayfaring in 1920, John G. Neihardt 
sought to restore the reputation of a mountain man who went far in opening up the American West. The exciting 
narrative begins in 1822, when Smith ascended the Missouri River in the first fur-trading expedition of William H. 
Ashley and Andrew Henry, and ends in 1831, when he was killed by Comanche Indians on the Cimarron River.About 
the AuthorOther works by John G. Neihardt, poet and chronicler of the American West, available in Bison Book 
editions include Black Elk Speaks: Being the Life Story of the Oglala Sioux, The Mountain Men, and When the Tree 
Flowered. 


