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Irene Slatter : The Simple Guide to Customs and Etiquette in Russia (Simple Guides Customs and Etiquette) 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Simple Guide to 
Customs and Etiquette in Russia (Simple Guides Customs and Etiquette): 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. The "Simple Guide to... Russia" is for the . . . SimpleBy Baltic 
BooksReally-- a "Simple" Guide to Customs and Etiquette in Russia? No such thing is possible. Russia is such a deep 
and complex society, the title puts me off now. But... that wasn't the case when I purchased this booklet several years 
ago.We were preparing for our first trip to Russia-Eastern Europe and were looking for anything that might offer some 
insight, so we picked this one up. It's small, just a bit larger than a checkbook at 78 pages. I thought it would be useful 
and something I might want to toss in a jacket pocket. The thing is, after finding our first really good travel guide, 
we've never opened this one again.That's not to say there isn't good information in the volume. Slatter talks a bit about 
the history and turbulent transition taking place in the context of who the Russian people are. From there on out it 
mostly goes to the travel material.The question you have to ask yourself now-- Am I going to depend on this book to 
get me around Russia? The answer is simply "no." You will want, and need, another guide. A good one will include 
everyrthing you might read in this booklet.For a little more extensive treatment of the social-cultural topics, I'd pick up 
"The Russian Way" by Zita Dabars or better yet these travel books: "Lonely Planet Russia, Ukraine Belarus" or 
"Insight Guides Russia". "Russian Way" takes a similar approach to Slatter's, but expands significantly to more than 
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70 important topics. Lonely Planet in my opinion prints the best of the travel guides-- you'll find everything that this 
book has, plus a lot, lot more. Insight Guides are packed with great writing, information, plus hundreds of excellent 
photos.With Slatters book out of print now, you might need to resort to that plan any way.The bottom line-- "Simple 
Guides" are for the . . . Simple.
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