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Simon Winchester, Tim Cahill, Pico Iyer : Tales from Nowhere (Lonely Planet Travel Literature)  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Tales from Nowhere (Lonely 
Planet Travel Literature): 

8 of 8 people found the following review helpful. Fun Armchair Travel... With a Few SpeedbumpsBy Xoe Li LuThe 
introduction and forward (by Don George and Tim Cahill respectively) to this collection of off-the-beaten-path travel 
stories were unbearable, but once I decided to allow myself to skip ahead to the first story things really started to 
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move. Of the thirty essays, most are fun and interesting, while a few are real clunkers (Art Busse's 'Primavera," and the 
whiney "Animals, the Lot of Us" by Alana Semuels are particularly poor entries, and it doesn't help that they are back-
to-back). Joshua Clark's entry, "His Picture Nowhere," was intriguing, however the author's attempt to be "artsy" in his 
delivery backfires. Standouts include Pico Iyer's account of visiting Easter Island with his elderly mother, and Simon 
Winchester's attempt to uncover the "worst country in the world." A few of the essays take on the pretentious tone of 
self-styled "adventurers," but most are fun and interesting. Overall, a decent read with a few rough patches.0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. very satisfied.By k27arrived on time. product exactly as described. very 
satisfied.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy HammergetmoA+

Lonely Planet: The world's leading travel guide publisher*Unexpected stories from unexpected places.Many places 
can feel like nowhere: a desert, an isolated village, even the middle of a bustling, impersonal city. And then something 
happens: an adventure, a revelation, an experience that changes the whole landscape. The discovery that every place is 
the centre of the world to somebody and has its own riches and wonders. The authors of these 30 real-life tales find 
passion, surprise and illumination in the middle of Borneo or Beijing, in a Mayan mountain village, along a timeworn 
trail in Tuscany, on an isolated South Pacific island, or under a desert moon in Mali.These richly varied stories all 
celebrate and illuminate one simple truth: if we embark on each adventure with an open heart and an open mind, travel 
will take us places we never planned to go, and enrich and enlighten us in ways we never otherwise would have 
known.Featuring stories by: Anthony Sattin, Danny Wallace, Jason Elliot, Pam Houston, Ralph Potts, Pico Iyer, Tim 
Cahill, Simon WinchesterAbout Lonely Planet: Started in 1973, Lonely Planet has become the world's leading travel 
guide publisher with guidebooks to every destination on the planet, as well as an award-winning website, a suite of 
mobile and digital travel products, and a dedicated traveller community. Lonely Planet's mission is to enable curious 
travellers to experience the world and to truly get to the heart of the places where they travel.TripAdvisor Travellers' 
Choice Awards 2012 and 2013 winner in Favorite Travel Guide category'Lonely Planet guides are, quite simply, like 
no other.' - New York Times'Lonely Planet. It's on everyone's bookshelves; it's in every traveller's hands. It's on 
mobile phones. It's on the Internet. It's everywhere, and it's telling entire generations of people how to travel the 
world.' - Fairfax Media (Australia) *#1 in the world market share - source: Nielsen Bookscan. Australia, UK and USA. 
March 2012-January 2013

From BooklistLonely Planet's annual anthology contains 30 thrilling and bizarre stories. In some of them, the authors 
intentionally traveled to "Nowhere" but experience unintended consequences. In others, the writers stumbled on 
"Nowhere" by accident and recounted the adventures that ensued. George writes in his introduction that regardless of 
specific setting, situation, or state of mind, what all these pieces share is "the quality of disorientedness." The locations 
range from Tuscany to Timbuktu, Antarctica to Yap, and from Equatorial Guinea to Pol Pot's toilet in Cambodia. 
Others include the Ottawa County Museum in Kansas (it looked like a glorified machine shed), South Georgia (so 
isolated that baby fur seals would follow humans like puppies), and Borneo, where there are only two destinations, 
upriver and down. The book offers readers a chance to travel to "Nowhere" without ever leaving home. George 
CohenCopyright American Library Association. All rights reserved these smart and exhaustively researched guides 
have become the gold standard for serious, independent travelers.' --San Francisco ChronicleAbout the AuthorDon 
George is a legendary travel writer and editor who has won numerous awards for his work. He has been travel editor at 
the San Francisco Examiner Chronicle, founded and edited the Wanderlust section of Salon.com, and most recently 
was Global Travel Editor at Lonely Planet Publications. He is the author ofnbspThe Lonely Planet Guide to Travel 
Writing and the editor of six literary travel anthologies, including The Kindness of Strangers, Tales from Nowhere, 
and By the Seat of My Pants. 


