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Rob Rains : Taking Flight: The St. Louis Cardinals and the Building of Baseball's Best Franchise  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Taking Flight: The St. Louis 
Cardinals and the Building of Baseball's Best Franchise: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Another Home Run by an excellent writer.By CustomerWhen you 
sit down and read a book written by Rob Rains, it's like sitting down with a bowl of ice cream. It's always very good 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1629370851


and you hate it when you're done.Rob Rains' new book, "Taking Flight: The St. Louis Cardinals and the Building of 
Baseball's Best Franchise," is a very good read.The book gives insights into current Cardinals organization personnel 
along with the affect George Kissell had, and still has on young players.There are good stories on many of the young 
players now in the system...Aledmys Diaz being one.Having covered the Cardinals for many years, Rob can give 
insights on the team and their success others can not do.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Buy it, Read 
it and EnjoyBy DDI have been to professional baseball games and as a kid thought what's to pitching, hitting or 
catching a ball. After reading Taking Flight one discovers all the hard work, sacrifices, pain, failures and successes 
that the young players, scouts and managers endure.An easy read but you will learn a lot about those guys in St. 
Louis.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Susan EllisMy Dad loves it!

Written by veteran sportswriter and Cardinals insider Rob Rains, Taking Flight answers two basic questions what 
makes the Cardinals different from other organizations, and why are they so successful? Perhaps the most important 
man in the history of the organization was George Kissell. Among the future managers who came under Kissells 
tutelage were Sparky Anderson, Joe Torre, Tony La Russa and the Cardinals current manager, Mike Matheny. Kissells 
imprint is still everywhere on the Cardinals organization, nearly five years after his death. So too is the work of 
longtime coach and catching instructor Dave Ricketts, the man who first trained Matheny and later, Yadier Molina. It 
is the men such as Kissell and Ricketts, who worked for years without fame or notoriety, who helped mold the 
Cardinals into the franchise it is today. 

About the AuthorRob Rains is the author of 31 books, mostly on baseball and many about the St. Louis Cardinals. His 
list of biographies or autobiographies of Cardinals includes Tony La Russa, Albert Pujols, Mark McGwire, Jack Buck, 
Red Schoendienst, and Ozzie Smith. He is a lifetime member of the Baseball Hall of Fame and a lifetime member of 
the Baseball Writers Association of America.Whitey Herzog managed the St. Louis Cardinals to three World Series 
appearances during the 1980s. He was inducted into the National Baseball Hall of Fame in 2010. 


