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W. J Yenne : Switchback: Bill Yenne's 50 years in the mountains of Montana and the west  before purchasing it 
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Switchback: Bill Yenne's 50 years in the 
mountains of Montana and the west: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. If you enjoy the history of Glacier Park and the surrounding public 
...By FredIf you enjoy the history of Glacier Park and the surrounding public lands along with horse and mule packing 
you will like this book.1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. good book for people familiar with the NPS 
and /or GlacierBy Lynne VanhornThis book was enjoyable because I know and worked in many of the areas 
described. I have heard or met several people in the book.0 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Five 
StarsBy Kindle CustomerGreat read.

W.J. Yenne With a Foreword by George Ostrom During his half-century career, William J. Yenne was well known on 
the trails in the rugged backcountry of the American West, from Grand Canyon to the Idaho Panhandle. He was 
especially recognized as the most accomplished and knowledgeable outdoorsman who ever rode the back country of 
Montana's Glacier National Park. Mel Ruder, the Pulitzer Prize winning founder of the Hungry Horse News, who 
accompanied W.J. Yenne on many of his back country inspection tours, called him "the man who best knows Glacier 
National Park's one thousand miles of trails." Indeed, his work for the National Park Service took him on virtually 
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every trail in Glacier, nearly every year throughout the 1950s and 1960s. He knew each mile of those trails intimately, 
and could identify every mountain peak and every glacier at a glance. He was also a renowned storyteller. Those who 
remember him, recall him both for travels shared in the Glacier back country, and for his amusing and fascinating 
yarns, spun around campfires and kitchen tables, many of which are preserved in this book. Mel Ruder described him 
as having "the lean look of a man who spends many hours in the saddle. A good outdoorsman, he presents the clean-
shaven scrubbed look. His physical condition is better than many men half his age, and his dedication to Glacier's 
trails, a wonder to behold." There's tremendous regard for Bill Yenne in and around Glacier National Park. He's had 
long identity with Glacier, and no man knows trails in this great trail park better than Bill. As the local newspaper 
editor from 1946 to 1978 I saw his excellent supervision of Glacier's trail program and crews. He was a "dad-figure" 
and expert horseman who knew back country problems, how to serve visitors, and work with young men as well as 
back country oldsters. --Mel Ruder Pulitzer Prize winning founder of the Hungry Horse News, Columbia Falls, 
Montana


