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Susan Q. Stranahan : Susquehanna, River of Dreams  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would 
be worth my time, and all praised Susquehanna, River of Dreams: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Tickled with my purchase!By tebb23My book arrived right on time, 
and I was very happy when I opened it up and saw the condition of it. It's perfect! Not a torn page, no messy 
fingerprints, binding in perfect shape Nothing! I'm very happy with my purchase. I would recommend this seller to 
anyone. Can't wait to dig in and learn more about this beautiful river.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. 
A book on the history of the Susquehanna RiverBy Paigeturner49This book is packed with historical facts about the 
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Susquehanna River and some of its well-known people. Since we have driven over the river numerous times, I was 
curious to learn more about it. The author was a journalist for the Philadelphia Enquirer. I was quite impressed with all 
of the work and research which went into writing this book. It is organized into chapters on various aspects of the 
history, such as settling the towns, floods, and shad restoration. It is so well-written and easy to understand that one 
can pick it up and read where one left off, remembering previous information in the book.1 of 1 people found the 
following review helpful. Great bookBy CustomerMade me homesick...

"Rivers offer the perfect framework for a storyteller, " writes Susan Stranahan. "They provide a beginning and an end 
with an obvious flow from one to the other. They neatly link people and events in history. They serve as paths of 
discovery and arteries of commerce. Not only can rivers be counted on for moments of great drama, but they also 
invariably attract their share of eccentric characters. So it is with the Susquehanna." In Susquehanna, River of Dreams 
award-winning journalist Susan Q. Stranahan tells the sweeping story of one of America's great rivers - ranging in 
time from the Susquehanna's geologic origins to the modern threats to its ecosystem. describing human settlements, 
industry and pollution, and recent efforts to save the river and its "drowned estuary, " the Chesapeake Bay. The result 
is a unique natural history of the vast Susquehanna watershed and a compelling look at environmental issues of 
national importance. Stranahan's vivid account of her experiences on the Susquehanna, including interviews with the 
colorful and engaging people she met along its shores, capture the river's continuing ability "to fire the imagination, to 
stir the senses, to inspire dreams. The longest nonnavigable river in North America, the Susquehanna was never an 
important avenue of commerce. But the struggle over who would profit from the region's wealth of coal, timber, and 
farmland influenced the political landscape of the young United States for more than a century. Stranahan describes 
how canal builders, loggers, miners, and industrialists nearly destroyed the source of their wealth. And she tells of the 
river's frequent retaliation with historic, rampaging floods. Today, the Susquehannais a study in contrasts: clean and 
healthy again along much of its length, in a few places still so polluted that nothing can survive. New threats from 
urbanization, modern agriculture, and nuclear power make the future uncertain. But Stranahan finds reasons for 
optimism in the ma

"Susan Q. Stranahan could well know more about the present natural state of the Susquehanna River and its 27,500-
square-mile watershed than anyone... She has written a fine book, well-researched and detailed, a thrilling account." 
(Richard L. Stanton Philadelphia Inquirer)"An eminently readable, nicely researched tour de force that goes on my 
must-reading list for anyone interested in knowing the Chesapeake Bay." (Tom Horton Baltimore Sun)"This excellent 
book about the Susquehanna River is as good as, and maybe better than, the celebrated Rivers of America series 
books... Much more comprehensive than most river histories published before the recent rise of concern about 
dangerous water pollution." (John Goodspeed Easton Star-Democrat)From the Back CoverRivers offer the perfect 
framework for a storyteller. They provide a beginning and an end with an obvious flow from one to the other. They 
neatly link people and events in history. They serve as paths of discovery and arteries of commerce. Not only can 
rivers be counted on for moments of great drama, but they also invariably attract their share of eccentric characters. So 
it is with the Susquehanna. 


