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Ocean Explorer Maps : Spitsbergen Explorer Map by Ocean Explorer Maps  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Spitsbergen Explorer Map by Ocean Explorer Maps: 

6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. OK, But The Norwegian Polar Institute Map is BetterBy alostThis is 
a fairly rudimentary map at 1:1,000,000 scale. It is, perhaps, a bit "touristy" as it features miscellaneous information 
about Svalbard and local flora and fauna around the perimeter and on the back side of the map, but that may prove 
useful and it does not detract from the map. It is is adequate for providing the seaborne visitor to Svalbard with an 
overview of the coastline and the fjords of the archipelago, but it would not be sufficiently detailed for any other use.A 
better 1:1,000,000 scale topographic map is available from The Norwegian Polar Institute. Though the same scale, it 
identifies more areas within Svlabard and reflects the topography which is useful. That map can purchased online at 
the Norwegian Polar Institute website or at the Svalbard Museum in Longyearbyen after you arrive. It has legends in 
English as well as Norwegian. The Norwegian Polar Institute also offers maps at higher resolution scales of 1:500.000, 
1:250:000 and 1:100.000 as multipart maps due to their size, of course. The Norwegian Polar Institute also features a 
highly detailed 1:320,000 interactive map online which is great for reference. It can be a bit hard to locate on their site, 
but is a great reference for use online.If you are headed to Svalbard, you might also enjoy the DVD The Great White 
Bear which is a wonderful, one hour National Geographic program filmed in the Svalbard region of Norway. It loosely 
follows the lives of a mother polar bear and two cubs over the first two years of the cubs' lives and provides an 
introduction to other life in the region such as seals, arctic foxes, arctic terns, guillemots, walruses and others.1 of 1 
people found the following review helpful. Not a real topo map. Not worth the moneyBy jbNot a real topo map. This 
is a tourist map you would find for free in an information depot. Not worth your money... Total rip off4 of 4 people 
found the following review helpful. Best map I could find of Spitsbergen.By Tillie TravelingI am going on a 
circumnavigation of Spitsbergen archepelago in June/July, 2009, and needed a good reference map. This exceeded my 
expectations as the map shows not only details of all the islands and their protected areas (park, reserves) with a few 
general photos, but also on the obverse, detailed info on the explorers, birds, mammals, plants, and even a few 
invertebrates with photos. A godsend when you are on a ship.Use with The Arctic: A Guide to Coastal Wildlife, 2nd 
(Bradt Guides)

This book covers the famous Arctic archipelago (named Spitsbergen when discovered by the Dutch in 1596, but now 
more commonly referred to as Svalbard - the Viking word for 'cold coast'). On one side there is a clear and uncluttered 
map of the archipelago, with useful annotations; on the reverse there are excellent biographical summaries of 27 noted 
explorers (including Horatio Nelson who came here as a 14 year old midshipman!) plus brief descriptions and colour 
photographs of the more common plants, invertebrates, birds and mammals.


