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Craig Childs : Soul of Nowhere: Traversing Grace in a Rugged Land  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Soul of Nowhere: Traversing Grace in a Rugged Land: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy James S. MellenExcellent!0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. The soul of nowhere is everywhere we don't lookBy TadpoleThis wonderful book reads like 
a long-form poem. And I'm not talking about the self-absorbed-I've-suffered-trauma BS that frames most modern 
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poetry. This about something bigger than the illusionary individual self. The soul that is everywhere... hidden in plain 
sight.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Not my favorite Craig Childs bookBy FPorchNot my favorite 
Craig Childs book, but still a good read. If I were recommending a Crag Childs book to a first time reader, I would 
recommend "Finders Keepers", "House of Rain" or "The Animal Dialogues". As always, well written by the author but 
much of the action is in his head and heart.

In Soul of Nowhere, Craig Childs answers the call of fierce placesthe more desolate the landscape, the more 
passionately he is drawn to it. Childs tracks a broad territory: the Sierra Madre mountains in northern New Mexico, the 
canyons of Utah, the White Mountain Apache Reservation, a deserted island in the Sea of Cortez. In his much-
anticipated follow-up to The Secret Knowledge of Water, Childs reconfirms his singular voice and discovers the 
passion and grace of desolate places.

From BooklistFrom the labyrinthine slot canyons of Utah to the deserted island beaches in the Sea of Cortes, the arid 
lands of the Southwest speak to the acclaimed naturalist Childs. Possessing an extraordinary sense of harmony with 
these forbidding landscapes, Childs translates their primal voices into a taut and unsentimental narrative of 
exploration. Step by arduous step, readers follow Childs into the desert's severe mysteries, penetrating deep into 
regions once home to the cliff dwellers of Salado pre-history and the giants of Seri legend. His intrepid fellow 
adventurers--a maverick mathematician, a traumatized social worker, a pagan mechanic--mirror Craig's own fierce 
ardor for stark beauty and fearful silence. Like the ancient ones who inscribed the cliffs with enigmatic spirals, these 
modern invaders of the dry wilderness probe insatiably into its hidden secrets, fighting their way up sheer cliffs, 
enduring the unexpected snowstorm, crawling through treacherous mazes. But ultimately all merely human strivings 
yield to the stark monoliths, the startling waterfalls, and the bleak crevices of a timeless land that embraces and then 
overshadows all who fall under its spell. Bryce ChristensenCopyright American Library Association. All rights 
reserved Superb...meriting shelf space alongside the best of Edward Abbey, Mary Austin, and Frank Waters. -- Kirkus 
s, July 1, 2002About the AuthorCraig Childs--naturalist, adventurer, desert ecologist, and freqent contributor to 
National Public Radio's Morning Edition--lives in Crawford, Colorado. His previous books include The Secret 
Knowledge of Water and Crossing Paths. 


