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whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Sketches of New England,: Or, Memories of the country: 

This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the 
original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1842. Excerpt: ... THE VILLAGE. And 
thus he described them by persou and name, They entered and dinner was served as they came--Wave Kly. The village 
of P is one of the prettiest in the Bay State. Many a traveller through Massachusetts remembers, when his journey is 
over, what a beautiful succession of neat and thrifty hamlets kept his attention alive, for hundreds of miles, through the 
thickly populated territory; but, among them, he thinks of one as the finest and fairest of all, and forgets not, as his 
children cluster around him under the shade of a summer afternoon, or by the fireside of a winter evening, to tell them 
of the beauty and loveliness of the village, with the " tall elm tree." In fact, the village of P is deserving of the 
universal notice it obtains; and before the Great Western Rail-Road came through the place, carrying on its back, like 
some fleet devil, the whole moving world, whether they will or not,--in those good old days, when the trot of the stage 
horse measured, with sun-dial correctness, its three miles and three quarters an hour, and the weary way was enlivened 
by many a cheerful story and stirring laugh, the village was known and noticed by everybody. Its broad, shaded 
streets, through whose whole length there was not one dilapidated mansion; its raised walls on either side with white-
washed posts and rails; its green and tasteful court yards; its houses, and churches, and hotels; its manufactories on the 
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outskirts and its park in the centre; all make it deservedly one of the most admired villages of New England. But most 
noticed, and most admired, of everything in the village, was the old elm tree. This bore away the palm, and rightly. It 
stood, and still stands, in the very centre of the Park, which itself stands in the centre of the village,...


