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Jean-Benoit Nadeau, Julie Barlow : Sixty Million Frenchmen Can't Be Wrong: Why We Love France but Not 
the French  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Sixty 
Million Frenchmen Can't Be Wrong: Why We Love France but Not the French: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Unexpectedly wonderfulBy J. SteinThis book is the first really 
studied critique of the French society and culture that I have ever read. Usually guides just try to tell us how to get 
along but almost never tell us how to understand another culture. These writers have studied, and expended great effort 
to remain objective in their studies. I find the juxtaposition of love and frustration, apparent in their work, to be 
fascinating. I try to spend as much time as I can in France and have not scratched the service of understanding them.1 
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of 1 people found the following review helpful. AccurateBy M. M. TrujilloExcellent book that shows you the different 
between two almost opposite cultures, and helps understand the French.2 of 2 people found the following review 
helpful. Despite the stupid title, this is an excellent tutorial on France and the FrenchBy Kevin B. CohenDespite the 
stupid title, this is an excellent tutorial on France and the French. It covers pretty much everything but the food--the 
government; the educational system; approaches to raising children; attitudes towards the language, the US, 
immigrants, and Europe; on an on. Very educational, and very enjoyable to read.

The French...-Smoke, drink and eat more fat than anyone in the world, yet live longer and have fewer heart problems 
than Americans-Work 35-hour weeks, and take seven weeks of paid holidays per year, but are still the world's fourth-
biggest economic powerSo what makes the French so different?Sixty Million Frenchmen Can't Be Wrong is a journey 
into the French heart, mind and soul. Decrypting French ideas about land, privacy and language, Nadeau and Barlow 
weave together the threads of French society--from centralization and the Napoleonic Code to elite education and even 
street protests--giving us, for the first time, a complete picture of the French."[A] readable and insightful piece of 
work." --Montreal Mirror"In an era of irrational reactions to all things French, here is an eminently rational answer to 
the question, 'Why are the French like that?'" --Library Journal"A must-read." --Edmonton Journal

From BooklistIn 1999, Canadian journalists Nadeau and Barlow moved to Paris for a two-year fellowship to study 
France's culture and economy in an effort to understand why the French resist globalization. They began by examining 
this puzzle: How does a country with "high taxes, a bloated civil service, a huge national debt, an over-regulated 
economy, over-the-top red tape, double-digit unemployment, and low incentives for entrepreneurs" also boast the 
world's highest productivity index and rank as the third-largest exporter and fourth-biggest economic power? By 
delving into France's cultural and political history, the authors show how it all works. Chapters are devoted to the 
French obsessions about World War II and the war in Algeria and how these events still shape attitudes and policies. 
Other chapters explore the French insistence on precision in language, their sense of private space, and the effects of 
immigration. In an era of irrational reactions to all things French, here is an eminently rational answer to the question, 
"Why are the French like that?" Beth LeistensniderCopyright American Library Association. All rights reserved 
"Should be handed out at Calais and Charles de Gaulle airport to anyone hoping to get a grip on France." Daily 
Telegraph, 10 March 2004About the AuthorCanadian journalists Jean-Benoit Nadeau an Julie Barlow have spent the 
last decade working extensively in both their country's official languages.Born in Sherbrooke, Quebec, in 1964, Jean-
Benoit Nadeau holds a bachelor's degree in political science and history from McGill University. A journalist since 
1987, he has written for L'actualite, Saturday Night Magazine, National Post Business, and Quebec Science. The 
holder of seventeen journalism awards, he was granted a two-year fellowship in 1998 by the New Hampshire-based 
Institute for Current World Affairs to study why the French resist globalization. In 2001, he published a humorous 
travelogue, Les francais aussi ont un accent (Payon, Paris). He has also traveled in Mexico, the UK, New Zealand, and 
Algeria. Born in Ancaster, Ontario, in 1968, Julie Barlow holds an honour's degree in political science from McGill 
University and a master's in English Literature from Concordia University. Over the last decade, she has written for 
Saturday NIght Magazine, Report on Business Magazine, L'actualite, and other Canadian magazines. In 1998, she 
worked as Editor-in-Chief of English-language projects at Montreal-based publisher Ma Carriere. In 2003, she 
published Same Words, Different Language (Piatkus, London) with international gender expert Barbara Annis. She 
has traveled extensively throughout Europe, North Africa, Israel, Turkey, the Caucasus, Mexico, the UK, and New 
Zealand.The couple is now based in Montreal, where they are living happily in French and English while producing 
their next book, The Story of French. 


