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6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. like me, you enjoy mysteriesBy Customerlf, like me, you enjoy
mysteries, spy novels, and historical recollections then you will certainly appreciate this unique memoir. Most spy
novels or CIA tell-alls are written from the spook's point of view, but this memoir details the other, true, story behind
the clandestine work: what the wives and children were doing while dad was wearing false mustaches and meeting
double agents! My family lived in Spain during the same years as Lillian McCloy and her family and | remember my
own mother experiencing many of the challenges, issues and frustrations of an ex-pat wife that McCloy describes.
That story alone isworth telling and McCloy outlines that aspect of the story thoroughly while adding in the exciting
intrigue and double-life she had to help create in order for her husband's work to succeed. This memoir is an excellent
contribution to both the story of how American ex-pat women contributed to the successful spread of democracy and
business around the world in the second half of the 20th century, and how the wives and families of the men risking
their lives on behalf of their country faced up to that fear and the challenging double-lifestyle it demanded. McCloy's
book iswell worth the read.4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. A Funny Fascinating Peek Into an
Unknown Realm...So Much Fun!By E. FaganThis superb book kept me enthralled for afew nightsrunning as | read it
before bed. Lillian McCloy has an amazing, quirky sense of humor great humanity. Her inside scoop of the life of a
CIA spouse the logistics of children, schools, endless moving making friends within this tightly controlled realm is so
intriguing. | love the loose chapters great anecdotes. A recommended read for anyone! 2 of 2 people found the
following review helpful. Brutally Honest Picture of How Serving One's Country Can Affect the Entire Family - A
Great Read!By JFEA fascinating read for anyone who wants to understand the experience of the families of the men
and women who serve our country overseas. If you haven't lived it, this book, with stark honesty about the emotional
and physical effects, gives you a glimpse into what the families experience while those who serve do their jobs. If you
have had the experience of being a dependent overseas, especially of someone in the clandestine services, it is a book
that will bring back memories that are both pleasant and painful. Experience the thrill of exploring countries that many
people never visit and the frustration of living in a place where you may not speak the language nor understand the
customs and where you may not be welcomed with open arms. It isarare glimpse into this life with an even rarer
honesty about how the isolation from family and friends at home can affect you. Certainly not everyone has the same
experiences as the McCloy family but many can identify with parts of this book.Everyone should read this and then
silently thank those who serve this country, past and present, and the families who also pay a price for that service.

When a young woman in Franks class, in the bloom of idealism and spirituality, asked him, What did your experience
in Indiateach you? What did you learn from that incredible country?, he replied, Always drive six car lengths behind
an elephant. If youre married to a spy, the always fraught arena of arelationship turnsinto a positive minefield. What
does that all-night absence mean? What can you begin to say to the kids? In Six Car Lengths Behind an Elephant,
Lillian McCloy gives us the story of alife spent around secret intelligence that is funny and charming and in every
wonderful sense, deeply spooky. Thisisthe story John le Carr keeps out of his gripping bestsellers. - Pico lyer, author
of The Art of Stillness and Video Nightsin Kathmandu Weve all read the romanticized accounts of a CIA officerslife
overseas. Rarely do we ever get to read about the spys family. Six Car Lengths Behind an Elephant by Lillian McCloy
is an engrossing, decades-long memoir of foreign life under deep cover for the CIA. McCloy reveals the intrigue,
danger, and humor of clandestine lifein her thoroughly entertaining account of a CIA familys nomadic lifestyle. Few
living in the U.S. will ever encounter the unique trials and tribulations of the McCloy family, but what a fascinating
read it is! -Alan B. Trabue, CIA (Ret.), author of A Life of Liesand Spies



