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Thomas A. Smith : I'm Just a Seasonal: The Life of a Seasonal Ranger in Yosemite National Park  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised I'm Just a Seasonal: The Life 
of a Seasonal Ranger in Yosemite National Park: 

0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Great MemoriesBy BrianSmitty provides us with a unique look into 
the life of a seasonal ranger at a major National Park. He gives us insight into a feeling of what it is to protect such a 
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unique and beutiful place and the visitors who enjoy it. The strong underlying theme is the camradery and strong 
friendships that are built when people (fellow Rangers) come together with common interests and goals often in trials 
by fire (literally). Rangers are truly unique people. Having been fortunate enough to be one of Smitty's VIP (Volunteer 
in Parks) students the summer of 1975 I understand what it is like...one of the best summers in my life. I would 
strongly recommend this book if you have a longing for natural areas, a desire to serve people and understand the 
unique bond that occurs with a team of dedicated people.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Choppy 
Sories, Not Much SubatanceBy Thomas O'neillThis book seems written for the author and his friends, not so much for 
the general public. The writing jumps from very small story to very small story, most of which last only a short 
paragraph. There is no information about becoming a park ranger, so if you are looking for information, this is not 
your book. The author seems nice and well meaning enough, it's just that it seems as though he is talking to himself 
throughout the book. He lists the people he knew and people he misses quite often, and it just does not hit a cord for 
anyone who does not know him directly. There is nothing cohesive about this book, and it does not seem to come to 
any type of conclusion or draw any meaning, other than the author liked his job and friends. I will buy another book 
about rangers, because I am thinking about becoming one myself. This book did nothing to help or influence that 
decision.

Experience the adventures of a seasonal ranger at Yosemite National Park. In his lively memoirs, Thomas A. Smith 
covers the highlights of his life as a seasonal ranger from 1971 through 1988. This book is a fascinating look at the 
activity that goes on behind the scenes at a national park - the rewards and the challenges that face rangers and visitors 
every day in one of the most beautiful places on earth.


