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TJ Akey, Deb Akey : How Not to Buy a Cruising Boat  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised How Not to Buy a Cruising Boat: 

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Don't judge this book by it's cover - It's a Must if You Intend to Buy 
a Cruising SailboatBy D. SmithDon't judge this book by it's cover. I almost didn't buy this book. It seems to be 
mediocre and even the title implies information that I probably already have from many other sailing books I've read 
so far.It is the most recent book I've purchased, yet I'm very glad I did. It has countless information from things to look 
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for in a boat to the little things that you will likely encounter in your travels...amazingly the little things that many 
other books leave out, but are helpful in choosing the boat for you. After all everyone is different in their specific 
desires, hopes, and dreams.While all interested in the cruising lifestyle may have this in common, it is these little 
things that would set us apart and help turn that new boat we purchase into a "home". This is what many of us may 
forget when we are out looking for the right boat...but it is still important.3 of 3 people found the following review 
helpful. They didn't write a word they didn't also live.By CustomerI knew the authors from their time 'before boat' and 
then 'after boat.' Without a doubt it had its ups and downs. I learned so much from speaking to them and this book is a 
true account of the transition from land to sea. I now have a trusted reference from persons who laid it all out for 
review and reflection. Safe sailing, or not, either is cool as long as you figure it out early enough.0 of 0 people found 
the following review helpful. Everything a nonfiction book should beBy Bob HortonAs I finished this read, I realized 
the exquisite nature of the book. A perfect harmony, the yin and the yang, brought to balance in these pages.A 
dissertation on the pros and cons of various toilets followed by a perfect essay on aging and the respect due those who 
pass before us. A captivating tale of two folks with a half-assed idea that was more dream than plan, but told with the 
intention of giving a hand up to those with the same dream. A wealth of practical information for those, like my wife 
and I, who hope go to sea and stay. All these things, brought together and tied with a bow of perfectly formed 
expression, humility and wit. Thank you, Deb and Tim, for such a fine read.

If you've ever found yourself dreaming of selling everything, moving onto a cruising yacht and pointing it toward 
warmer weather and white sandy beaches, this book is for you. How NOT to Buy a Cruising Boat will help you to 
navigate the search and purchase of your cruising yacht with your sanity intact. Through heartfelt stories, hard-won 
experiences, and creative ideas, this cruising couple shares their own voyage to realizing their dream.

"It's damn good." -John Kretschmer"We recommend readingthis book if you are thinking about becoming a voyager or 
coastalcruiser. We even stick by this recommendation for you experienced boatowners who have been on the water 
from childhood (like me). And if youare contemplating buying an old boat with a view to refitting it, thisbook 
becomes compulsory reading."- John Harries, Attainable Adventure Cruising"I would absolutely put 'How Not to Buy 
a Cruising Boat' on the short list of essential reading for any aspiring cruiser. And, believe me, I haveread a LOT of 
great books about cruising. This book has earned a placeat the top of the ranks."-Brittany Meyers, 
Windtraveler.net"Deb and T.J. have given new cruisers a real gift by putting in theincredible effort to create this well 
written resource. I highlyrecommend it."-Chris at sailmentor.com"...a very goodadditon to my book shelf and one I'll 
be recommending to folks rightalong with Fatty Goodlanders 'Buy, Outfit, Sail' and Geoff Pack's'Blue Water 
Countdown'."- Bob at boatbits.blogspot.comAbout the AuthorDeb and Tim (T.J.) Akey were never on a sailboat until 
their first sailing class in 2007. The dream to retire early onto a sailboat was Deb's, but Tim was immediately 
supportive. They bought their starter sailboat, a Compac 27, in 2008 and learned to live aboard, sail, and maintain her. 
In 2011 they purchased a Tartan 42 named Kintala, and began prepping her for full-time cruising. They were hoping to 
cast off the dock lines early in 2015 but a department restructuring in Tim's company left him unexpectedly 
unemployed in 2013. Faced with the decision to get other jobs or leave early, they decided that they would never have 
enough money, and the boat would never be ready," so they decided to leave. They departed their home marina, 
Boulder Marina in Boulder, IL, on Tim's 58th birthday in July of 2013, and after a 10-week boat yard tour, launched 
Kintala into the Chesapeake at Oak Harbor Marina in Pasadena, MD on October 19, 2013. During the first year of 
cruising, they motored the ICW, toured anchorages and mooring fields in Florida, took a multiple-month trip to the 
Bahamas, then found themselves pinned to a dock due to family travails. Their year anniversary was spent looking 
forward to many more months of white, sandy beaches and aquamarine waters in the Islands for their second year of 
cruising. To follow along on their continuing journey, you can visit their blog: 
www.theretirementproject.blogspot.com 


