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"Great Lakes Journey" is afollow-up to William Ashworth's earlier book "The Late, Great Lakes', published in 1986.
Fifteen years after hisfirst trip, Ashworth journeys to many of the same places and talks to many of the same people to
examine the changes that have taken place along the Great Lakes since the 1980s. It is a poetic account of his 6000-
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mile trip, mixed with explanations of the scientific and poilitical realities behind the observed changes, reminiscences
of his 1983 trip, and conversations with local residents - some of them scientists, and other simply people who care.
Through personal observations, research and numerous interviews with scientists, activists and government agencies,
Ashworth creates a detailed picture of the status of the Great Lakes at the end of the 20th century. Among the most
prominent changes he finds are the arrival of the zebra mussel and other exotic species, the rise and fall of the RAP
process for pollution cleanup, a growing public mistrust of government action, a substantial loss of habitat and
biodiversity, and an explosion of urban sprawl along the shores of the Lakes. Scholars and students of environmental
studies and ecology and readers interested in the health of the Great Lakes should find this fresh ook at one of
America's endangered regions of value.

From the PublisherWith itslong reputation as a polluted and degraded river in the industrial heartland, the Detroit
River has been identified by the International Joint Commission as a Great Lakes Area of Concern with impaired
beneficial uses. Y et the river has undergone a dramatic rehabilitation, and in July 1998 President Clinton designated
the waterway one of only 14 American Heritage Riversin the United States. The Detroit Riverrunning 32 miles and
linking Lake St. Clair to Lake Erieserves as an invaluable and multifaceted community resource for economic
development, environmental stewardship, and historical preservation. Honoring Our Detroit River looks at key aspects
of therivers history and impact on the surrounding ecosystem since its formation some 14,000 years ago. The book
identifies what is needed to protect and further rehabilitate the Detroit River, exploring specific topics that range from
its history with the Native Americans to the rivers current-day planning and management. Unique environmental
stories highlight the Detroit Rivers significant progress and help readers to learn more about this valuable resource and
to carefor it astheir home.About the AuthorJohn H. Hartig is River Navigator for the Greater Detroit American
Heritage River Initiative established by Presidential Executive Order and is the author of Under RAPs. Toward
Grassroots Ecological Democracy in the Great Lakes Basin (University of Michigan Press, 1992).



