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Craig P. Della Penna : Holyoke  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and 
all praised Holyoke: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. The best city by a dam site!By Tool GuyA great memory piece for 
Holyoker's of the good old days.Over the last few decades the city has fallen into disrepair, poverty, unemployment, 
and drugs problems.This accurately documents a sad ending for America's first planned industrial city.0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. Thanks for the EffortBy MikeThanks Craig for putting this book together, it 
reminded me I came from what was once the personification of America on the rise. People making things happen, 
hard workers and industry leaders. Holyoke today is the victim of Massachusetts and it's ridiculous tax and business 
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regulatory structure. The Puerto Ricans would have been another positive wave of immigrants in the city, if the federal 
and state government not stepped in and "helped". Now they elected a kid for Mayor. The only thing he (or any mayor 
could hope for) is more hand-out programs from Boston or Washington. Every town in Western Mass that was once 
something is now suffering blight.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. What a great recounting of the 
development of an industry based cityBy CustomerI lived in Holyoke until I was eleven years old. So, this book was 
not only informative, but brought back many memories for me. What a great recounting of the development of an 
industry based city! The old photographs and paintings were wonderful! I now have a detailed understanding of the 
city's canal system.


