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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Love it! An in depth view on highlighted historical ...By Jose 
OrtegaLove it! An in depth view on highlighted historical accounts of the significance of some of our state's historical 
markers!1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Must own if you love TexasBy Charmagne RogersThis 
book is full of Interesting Texas history, great pictures, funny stories, travel ideas and conversation starters. I bought 
more copies for my "proud to be from Texas" family. The Authors have a wealth of knowledge and impressive 
background. You will leave this out on your coffee table for others to see.3 of 3 people found the following review 
helpful. Great for Texas history buffsBy Ag52It is very apparent the author did thorough research and is a very good 
writer. Anyone interested in Texas history should find this book facinating. If you ever wanted the complete story 
behind a Texas historical marker, this is the book for you. Since there are so many of these markers, my hope is that 
there will be future volumes published by the author detailing more of them.

More than 13,000 historical markers line the roadsides of Texas, giving drivers a way to sample the stories of the past. 
But these markers tell only part of the story.In History Ahead, Dan K. Utley and Cynthia J. Beeman introduce readers 
to the rich, colorful, and sometimes action-packed and humorous history behind the famous (Charles Lindbergh, Will 
Rogers, The Big Bopper, and jazz great Charlie Christian) and the not-so-famous (Elmer "Lumpy" Kleb, Don Pedro 
Jaramillo, and Carl Morene, the "music man of Schulenburg") who have left their marks on the history of Texas. They 
visit cotton gins, abandoned airfields, forgotten cemeteries, and former World War II alien detention camps to dig up 
the little-known and unsuspected narratives behind the text emblazoned on these markers.Written in an anecdotal style 
that presents the cultural uniqueness and rich diversity of Texas history, History Ahead includes nineteen main stories, 
dozens of complementary sidebars, and many never-before-published historical and contemporary 
photographs.History Ahead offers a rich array of local stories that interweave with the broader regional and national 
context, touching on themes of culture, art, music, technology, the environment, oil, aviation, and folklore, among 
other topics. Utley and Beeman have located these forgotten gems, polished them up to a high shine, and offered them 
along with convenient maps and directions to the marker sites.

"As a work designed to tell the stories "behind" selected Texas historical markers, it will make a worthwhile 
contribution to the understanding and appreciation of the regional past. . . the outstanding features are the compelling 
nature of the stories that the authors selected and the careful way in which they recounted these stories in order to 
intrigue the readers. They did a superb job."--T. Lindsay Baker, W. K. Gordon Chair, Tarleton State University 


