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Douglas E. Kyle, Hero Eugene Rensch, Ethel Grace Rensch, Mildred Brooke Hoover, Abeloe William Abeloe : 
Historic Spots in California: Fifth Edition  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth 
my time, and all praised Historic Spots in California: Fifth Edition: 

6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. LOVE IT!By K. AdkinsMy husband and I love this book! We read it 
aloud while travelling and find ourselves taking little side trips just to see the sites mentioned in the book. I understand 
that some earlier versions had maps in them. Hopefully changes in printing technology will make the cost of printing 
maps more reasonable for future editions. I certainly appreciate the huge amount of work that has gone into the 
creation of this book. You will, too!2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Travel must for history buffs.By 
Daniel E PabstAfter buying this book I won't travel anywhere in CA without first consulting it. Gives insights into 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0804744831


historic sites county by county. Loaded with information.2 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Not quite 
what I expectedBy WoodRatThis book is organized first by county, then by city, rancho, road, or trail. This makes it a 
good reference if you're planning to visit a certain geographic area. The index is thorough, the table of contents lists 
the counties. Of the areas I am intimately familiar with the number of entries is extensive, but the entries themselves 
feel brief. There is not much in the way of narrative in the entries, they have a very "Joe Friday: Just the facts ma'am" 
style. I think this book is a good "jumping off point" to start research into a geographic area of interest, each entry 
mentions important names and events. Quality printing and editing is evident.

The only complete guide to the historical landmarks of California, this standard work has now been thoroughly revised 
and updated. The edition is enriched by some 200 photographs, most of which were taken by the reviser and all of 
which are new to this edition. Since the last revision in 1990, enormous changes have taken place within the state: 
many landscapes and buildings have been greatly altered and some are no longer in existence. Every effort has been 
made, through personal observation, to record the present condition of the landmarks and to provide clear and accurate 
descriptions of their locations. The text is written with the idea that the reader might use the book while traveling 
around the state, and thus mileage and signposts have been given where it was thought helpful. For this new edition, 
the reviser has added additional information on the state's geography, the presence of Native Americans, and state and 
local museums. To provide historical background, the reviser has written a short historical overview. The chapters of 
the book are organized by county, in alphabetical order. A rough chronology is followed for each county, beginning 
with pertinent facts on geography, continuing with Native American life, the coming of the Spaniards and other 
Europeans, the American conquest of the 1840s, and, in those areas where it had a major impact, the gold rush. The 
text then continues into the period of intensive agricultural development, railroads, industrialization, the growth of 
cities, the effects of World War II, and on into more recent times. The bibliography, like the text, has been updated to 
2001 and includes some of the established classics in California history as well as more recent material. Reviews of 
the Fourth Edition "Prodigious in detail and scope, this is the definitive guide to historical landmarks in California and 
a valuable resource not only for travelers but also for anyone interested in California history." California Highways 
"This is an outstanding and accessible piece of scholarship, one that every student of California will value." San 
Francisco Chronicle "Kyle and Stanford University Press are to be lauded for this monumental undertaking." Southern 
California Quarterly

"For seven decades, Historic Spots in California has served as the Baedeker guide to historical sites in the Golden 
State. Thanks to this new edition, this indispensable reference source will continue to inform us well into this new 
millennium." (Kevin Starr California State Librarian) s of the Fourth Edition"Prodigious in detail and scope, this is the 
definitive guide to historical landmarks in California and a valuable resource not only for travelers but also for anyone 
interested in California history." (California Highways)"Historic Spots in California . . .is highly recommended for 
school and community library California History reference collections as an impressive, exhaustive, thorough and 
unusually informative guide." (The Midwest Book )"This is an outstanding and accessible piece of scholarship, one 
that every student of California will value." (San Francisco Chronicle)"Kyle and Stanford University Press are to be 
lauded for this monumental undertaking." (Southern California Quarterly)From the Inside FlapThe only complete 
guide to the historical landmarks of California, this standard work has now been thoroughly revised and updated. The 
edition is enriched by some 200 photographs, most of which were taken by the reviser and all of which are new to this 
edition. Since the last revision in 1990, enormous changes have taken place within the state: many landscapes and 
buildings have been greatly altered and some are no longer in existence. Every effort has been made, through personal 
observation, to record the present condition of the landmarks and to provide clear and accurate descriptions of their 
locations. The text is written with the idea that the reader might use the book while traveling around the state, and thus 
mileage and signposts have been given where it was thought helpful. For this new edition, the reviser has added 
additional information on the states geography, the presence of Native Americans, and state and local museums. To 
provide historical background, the reviser has written a short historical overview. The chapters of the book are 
organized by county, in alphabetical order. A rough chronology is followed for each county, beginning with pertinent 
facts on geography, continuing with Native American life, the coming of the Spaniards and other Europeans, the 
American conquest of the 1840s, and, in those areas where it had a major impact, the gold rush. The text then 
continues into the period of intensive agricultural development, railroads, industrialization, the growth of cities, the 
effects of World War II, and on into more recent times. The bibliography, like the text, has been updated to 2001 and 
includes some of the established classics in California history as well as more recent material. s of the Fourth 
EditionProdigious in detail and scope, this is the definitive guide to historical landmarks in California and a valuable 
resource not only for travelers but also for anyone interested in California history. California HighwaysThis is an 
outstanding and accessible piece of scholarship, one that every student of California will value. San Francisco 
ChronicleKyle and Stanford University Press are to be lauded for this monumental undertaking. Southern California 
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