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Thomas J. Carrier : Historic Georgetown: A Walking Tour (Images of America)  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Historic Georgetown: A Walking Tour (Images of 
America): 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. As I used to live there it was good to see the old familiarBy Kindle 
CustomerVery interesting book. As I used to live there it was good to see the old familiar places2 of 2 people found 
the following review helpful. For history buffsBy Thomas BowneThis book is not for the casual tourist looking for a 
walking tour, but history buffs and Georgetown afficionados it is a treasure trove of historic photos, with long, 
informative captions. You'll find noteworthy places here that the Blue Guide (for example) skips, such as a former 
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tavern where Jefferson and Lafayette dined.1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Look Up!By Robin 
FriedmanWith its trendy shops, countless bars and restaurants, university, old homes, waterfront, and endless vibrancy 
and motion, Georgetown is one of the most visited areas of Washington, D.C. Georgetown began as a port town of 
Maryland in 1751. It was included as part of the District of Columbia in 1791 but did not become part of Washington 
City until 1871. The boundaries of Georgetown are, roughly, the Potomac River on the South, N Street on the North, 
30th Street on the East, and 34th on the West. The center of Georgetown is the famous intersection of Wisconsin 
Avenue (running north-south) and M Street (running east to west). Georgetown is a small but dense area.The traffic 
and difficulty of parking in Georgetown make it an ideal place to see by walking. Thomas Carrier's book "Historic 
Georgetown: A Walking Tour" (1999) offers not one but seven tours of different part of Georgetown, each of which, 
according to Carrier, requires between 1.5 and 2 hours to complete. More that mapping out the tours, Carrier offers 
128 pages of photographs detailing the varied history of Georgetown. Carrier is a licensed D.C. tour guide, and his 
book is part of the "Images of America" series of local American history in photographs.Each of Carrier's seven tours 
begins with a map of the area and a brief introduction, followed by pages of photographs and Carrier's informed, 
chatty commentary. The book offers a welter of detailed information together with Carrier's excellent advice to "look 
up" to see what may be seen as one walks. Carrier's tours begin with the historic waterfront, much changed from 
Georgetown's years as a lively port. He offers several photographs of the old CO Canal, among much else. The next 
tour is of Southwest Georgetown, above Wisconsin Avenue. I enjoyed the photographs of the old streetcar facilities 
together with the many old churches and large homes of famous people. The third tour is of Georgetown University, 
founded by Bishop John Carroll in 1789 "for students of "every Religious Profession." Georgetown is a cosmopolitan, 
highly regarded University that gives character and depth to the area and to the Washington D.C. area.Carrier's tour of 
Northwest Georgetown offers intriguing views of African American history. Washington D.C. was historically 
segregated, with the Georgetown wealth and culture standing literally next door to impoverished African Americans. 
The photographs in this tour of African American alley life (pp. 74-75) offer a picture of Georgetown's history that is 
too frequently overlooked. Carrier's next tour, of North Georgetown, consists of only three sites, Dumbarton Oaks, 
Montrose Park, and the Oak Hill Cemetery. But there is much to see, for example in the secluded walking trail known 
as Lovers Lane that runs through Montrose Park. (p. 89)The tour of Northeast Georgetown features old row homes, 
bridges and streetcars, and museums. One of the most interesting parts of this area is the old Mount Zion Cemetery on 
Q Street. (p. 105) This is an old burial grounds for free blacks and a former stop on the Underground Railroad. In 
1975, the Cemetery was preserved from demolition when it was placed on the National Register of Historic Places. It 
is an important monument to African American life in the Nation's Capitol. Carrier's final tour is of Southeast 
Georgetown which is back in the commercial heart of the area. Jacqueline Kennedy owned a home in this area 
following the assassination of President Kennedy. (p. 119) The most famous landmark of many in this area is the Old 
Stone House at 30th and M Street, (p. 124) which is the oldest building in Washington, D.C. It was acquired by the 
National Park Service in 1950 and is open to the public for tours.I have lived in Washington D.C. for many years and 
Carrier's book showed me much of Georgetown that I didn't know. This book is a detailed, loving guide to an 
important area of our nation's capitol.Robin Friedman

The area now known as Georgetown was once a central meeting place for nearly 40 Native American tribes situated 
between the Atlantic Ocean and the Potomac River. It was inevitable that the very rivers that served these native 
people would attract the first European settlers to the region, settlers who established Georgetown as a bustling port 
and key commercial center. In 1791, George Washington fixed the small community's enduring importance by 
including it in the plans for the new Federal City. Taking you down cobblestone streets, Historic Georgetown: A 
Walking Tour includes local sites associated with such historic figures as John F. and Jacqueline Kennedy, Alexander 
Graham Bell, Francis Scott Key, and Victorian novelist E.D.E.N. Southworth. Enjoy the eighteenth- and nineteenth-
century charms of Georgetown's architecture as you visit private homes, businesses, and social establishments. Climb 
the stairs on which the climatic scene of William Peter Blatty's The Exorcist took place!

About the AuthorA longtime tour guide and author of Washington, D.C.: A Historical Walking Tour, Thomas J. 
Carrier has compiled a fascinating variety of images that tell the story of Georgetown from its earliest days as a small 
tobacco port to its modern-day status of the most fashionable neighborhood in America's capital city. This pictorial 
tour will be your guide on a entertaining and educational journey where the history of our nation can be found at 
nearly every turn. 


