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Ralph Hopkins : Hiking the Southwest's Geology: Four Corners Region  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Hiking the Southwest's Geology: Four Corners Region: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Terrific interpretation of sedimentary and geologic history !By 
BardfardTerrific interpretation of Intro to sedimentary geology. Outstanding photography. If I were still teaching 
geology I would use this as an Intro to the Sedimentary segment of intro-geology in upper level high-school and 
through undergrad level in college. My several copies will go to grandsons who are hiking the area this year and to 
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local public and high school libraries. Wish I'd had this years ago when taking students on summer field trips across 
the country. If hiking and camping be sure to get Parks Trails map and Guide for specific destinations. This book is 
decidedly interpretive, not a detailed trail guide.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Book in great 
condition, great priceBy Anne M. AdkinsI accidentally ordered two! But was able to gift one to a friend. Book in great 
condition, great price!10 of 11 people found the following review helpful. A Passion For Red RocksBy EmilyI've 
traveled in the regions covered by HIKING THE SOUTHWEST'S GEOLOGY: FOUR CORNERS REGION all my 
life, but for years I was just a passenger on someone else's trip. Now I plot my own path through this magical region, 
but not without help, of course. The picture of Paria Canyon on the cover of this book first snagged my attention, but it 
was the author's knowledge of and passion for geology that got me to buy it and refer to it, again and again, as I plan 
trips in Utah, Arizona, Colorado, and New Mexico.This book is well-stocked with color photos, maps, diagrams, and 
explanations of the geology you will see when you visit each area. It's organized by region, so it's proven very helpful 
to me as I plot our course on the map. I'm a big fan of the ROADSIDE GEOLOGY series, but this book also tells you 
how to get to varous hikes in the area and what you can expect on the trail. It includes cautions about safety and 
permits. It's a Geology/Hiking nerd's dream.No guide can tell you everything worth seeing in a region as packed full of 
geological goodies as the Southwest, but this one does an admirable job of picking the highlights. It would take a 
lifetime of exploration to see everything -- thanks to this book, I have a guide that helps me chose a starting point. 
When it wears out, I won't hesitate to buy another copy, and another, and another . . .

Hiking the Southwest's Geology: Four Corners Region takes curious hikers on a journey through time that explores the 
Colorado Plateau -- an immense land of canyons, mesas, and isolated mountain ranges in the American 
Southwest.Divided into representative geologic provinces/areas, author Ralph Hopkins specifies distinct geologic or 
scenic features and provides information about what makes each province unique. He describes each hike from the 
perspective of the geologic evolution of the landscape while exploring basic geologic concepts and providing a 
framework for understanding the major forces that have shaped the land. Hopkins' stunning color photography brings 
the Four Corners Region to life in dazzling detail. 

What makes this book enjoyable and recommendable for both visitors and residents alike is the fact that Hopkins does 
not always go for the obvious. Yes, he includes four hikes in the Grand Canyon, as well as hikes in the well-known 
Zion and Bryce canyons, Arches and Cedar Breaks, but he also provides information on the more elusive trailsThe 
book provides information on each hike that's valuable to both beginner and expert hiker.This is a book that belongs in 
the backpack-with only water, maps, and a camera more crucial-of any Southwest traveler. (Lake Powell 
Chronicle)Beautifully illustrated with numerous high-quality photographs and sketchesThis book is a testament to 
Hopkins' love-and knowledge-of the land he calls home. (Albuquerque Journal)Just when you don't think there's room 
for another new hiking book in the West, another good one comes along ... even hikes you've done ae likely to seem 
different with some of the scientific details the author includes. An expert photographer, the author took some 
magnificent pictures. (Deseret News)Every now and then a travel/guidebook comes along that is informative, 
technically correct and a pure pleasure to read. In the seemingly never-ending deluge of so-called guidebooks it is rare 
indeed to find one that warrants being added to your backpack and carried along on what promises to be a hot, dry 
trek, especially in the Four Corners area of the Colorado Plateau. This is such a book and well worth the weight. 
(Southwest Book Views)Hopkins uses his gifts as a photographer to show you why you will want to go on many of 
these hikes. (Arizona Republic)The book is well laid out, with impressive graphicsLots of maps illustrating geologic 
features and processes, and diagrams of cross-sections of sedimentary layers and stratigraphy make this books, with its 
clear and concise writing, a boon to the hiker in this unique area of the American Southwest, where geology defines 
the landscape so spectacularly. (New Mexico)This is a book that will be treasured by hikers. (Carson City Nevada 
Appeal)Hiking the Southwest's Geology is a treasureThe book is resplendent with stunning photos. (Sweat)This text is 
interesting in that it focuses on the geological features of 50 hikes, providing the reader information no typically 
available in standard guidebooksThe Grand Canyon speaks quite nicely on its own. (Los Angeles Daily News)For 
those people who like to hike and love putting boot leather to dirt in search of geological wonders, [Hiking the 
Southwest's Geology] will prove to be a treasure. (Farmington (NM) Times)About the AuthorRALPH HOPKINS is a 
naturalist, photographer, expedition leader, and owner of a photography business in New Mexico. 


