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Herbert L. Hiller : Highway A1A: Florida at the Edge (Florida History and Culture (Paperback))  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Highway A1A: Florida at the 
Edge (Florida History and Culture (Paperback)): 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. difficult readBy Jane TrucksisI must agree with the reviewer who 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0813028337


said this wasn't an easy read. I found Proust's"Remembrance of Things Past" easier going! It isn't so much that the 
focus isconstantly shifting, from history to eco concerns to over-development. The problemis the lack of clarity. 
Hiller's sentence structure is so convoluted, I would have toread paragraphs over and over to figure out what he was 
trying to say. It wasalso jarring to go from a rant about a greedy developer to a poetic description ofthe flora and 
fauna. I did find a few cogent sections with interesting facts aboutthe various towns along A1A, but I kept wishing for 
a book that would flow andkeep me wanting to read. I slogged through to the end, but it was rough!9 of 9 people 
found the following review helpful. Development of Florida's east coast, for better worseBy Shelby DuncanHiller goes 
county-by-county, describing the development of Florida's east coast from the days of Henry Flagler to the present. 
Politicians, business people, developers, conservationists, and community activists have had varying effects on each 
community. Although I wouldn't call it an easy read, those with a real interest in the future of Florida would do well to 
read this title. I'm lopping off a star because of the addition of hotel and restaurant listings in the back of the book, 
which doesn't seem to really go along with the intent of the main body of text. It's as if the publisher wants tourists to 
think this is a tour guide and this is an attempt to make one book serve two very different purposes.0 of 0 people found 
the following review helpful. Great book for discovering FloridaBy BeachgirlThere is a lot of history in this book - 
things you would have never known. You have to take your time and drive down A1A and enjoy the history and what 
Florida used to be and what it has become.

The story of Highway A1A--running north to south along 500 miles of famous Florida coastline--and its crucial role in 
the historic settlement and the future of a state adapting to 21st century demands.

"Highway A1A" is history as a cautionary tale, a travel book with an attitude about tourism. -- Miami Today, Dec. 29, 
2005...a great primer for all who are concerned about Florida's sprawling growth and erosion of quality of life. -- 
Logger Head - Newsletter of Turtle Coast Sierra ClubA must for any thinking traveler. -- Wichita Sunday Eagle, May 
14, 2006A passionate and up-to-date biography of the highway and its adjacent communities. -- Orlando Sentinel, 
9/18/2005Detailed...an opinionated look at the history of Floridas populous east coast. -- St. Petersburg Times 
(online), 9/18/2005Hiller has written a book about Florida, that like many really good reads, defies classification. -- 
Miami Today, Dec. 29, 2005Hiller offers a passionate and up-to-date biography of the highway and its adjacent 
communities. -- Orlando Sentinel, September 18, 2005Hiller works to influence change. -- Deland-Deltona Beacon, 
Jan. 26, 2006Those who use this book as travel guide will find useful information about attractions and recreations. -- 
Miami Today, Dec. 29, 2005Those who want to know why Florida is like it is, where it might be headedwill not be 
disappointed. -- Miami Today, Dec. 29, 2005About the AuthorHerbert Hiller has written for Atlantic Monthly, 
National Geographic Traveler, and Land and People. He is the author of Guide to the Small and Historic Lodgings of 
Florida, winner of a Lowell Thomas Travel Journalism Award as best travel guidebook in America, and coauthor of 
Season of Innocence. He lives in Putnam County, Florida, and is at work on a new book about Florida downtowns, 
small towns, and the trails that connect them. 


