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Steven J. Zeitlin, Marci Reaven : Hidden New York: A Guide to Places That Matter  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Hidden New York: A Guide to Places That Matter: 

22 of 24 people found the following review helpful. A Unique NYC Guide BookBy David BellelThere are many, 
many NYC guide books but this one is unique in celebrating the places that matter to ordinary New Yorkers. I am sure 
there are hidden treasures and heroes that sadly have gone uncelebrated in every community. The book is well written, 
organized and graphically appealing. The research is compiled from information gathered from oral histories with real 
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New Yorkers whose hidden achievements would otherwise go unrecognized.1 of 2 people found the following review 
helpful. One StarBy Holly DonaldsonNot a very helpful book.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Real 
New York, hidden now revealedBy Annie Lanzillotto author of L is for Lion376 pages plus photos of the New York 
you want to know about and visit if you can. All that makes New York City people and streets special is right here in 
your hands in these pages: Russian Baths, Turkish Baths, How to turn The Cube, Where to play Chess, The Lemon Ice 
King, the best Bialy in Brooklyn, The best bagel, when to see an elephant walk into a cathedral, subway art, where to 
fish, where to go to temple, grottos, memorials, markets...all the hidden people and places that make New York - New 
York.This book has become essential, as the authentic New York is more and more hidden.forever,AnnieAnnie 
Lanzillottoauthor of "L is for Lion: an italian bronx butch freedom memoir" SUNY Pressand "Schistsong" 
BORDIGHERA Presswww.annielanzillotto.comL Is for Lion: An Italian Bronx Butch Freedom Memoir (SUNY 
series in Italian/American Culture)Schistsong (Via Folios)Blue PillCarry My Coffee (Live)Eleven Recitations

Despite its innumerable tourist attractions, New York City still has many secrets, hidden in the most unlikely places. 
There is the Edison Hotel in Times Square, where magicians gather 'round the Magic Table to socialize and compete. 
There is Hua Mei Garden in the Lower East Side, where elderly Chinese men meet to display exotic birds. And there 
is Sahadi's in Brooklyn, where the culinary arts thrive, and New Yorkers go for just the right ingredients for a Middle 
Eastern meal. This book details thirty-two unusual locations such as these and enhances them by including a cluster of 
additional, related spots. Hidden New York shows you why these places matter and guides you through the historical 
and cultural significance of each one.Many of them matter because of the opportunities they provide for socializing, 
such as the Empire Roller Disco in Brooklyn that attracts a community of skaters and the Cube sculpture on Astor 
Place, which is a meeting spot for homeless youth. Others matter because they are focal points for communities and 
the spaces are intertwined with how people share in each others' lives. Still others have been lost, like the house under 
the roller coaster in Coney Island, made famous by Woody Allen in Annie Hall.This book is not just about Manhattan, 
but covers all five boroughs in New York City. It is an invitation to visit, revisit, learn, and enjoy all that you didn't 
know the city has to offer. It will show you what's there, what used to be there, and why it will be there for years to 
come. The chapters, illustrated with appealing black-and-white photos, include first-person remembrances and 
commentaries from New Yorkers themselves. Each entry functions as a small travel essay, evoking how certain 
destinations are experienced. As a guide to the New York City that is less traveled, this unique book shows that some 
of the best places to visit are ones that you never even thought existed.The 32 Places That MatterHua Mei Bird 
GardenRussian and Turkish Tenth Street BathsBohemian Hall and Beer GardenThe Magic Table at the Edison 
HotelThe General Society of Mechanics and TradesmanWebster HallThe CubeStickball Boulevard and the Stadiums 
of the StreetThomas Jefferson Park PoolEmpire Roller Skating CenterChess HavensConey IslandThe Lemon Ice King 
of CoronaConey Island Bialys and BagelsSahadi's Specialty and Middle Eastern FoodsArthur Avenue MarketUnion 
Square GreenmarketThe Village VanguardCasa Amadeo Record ShopRichmond Barth's Frieze at Kingsborough 
HousesQuirky Features of the LandscapeArt in the SubwaysGovernors IslandCasita Rincn Criollo, Magnolia Tree 
Earth Center, Liz Christy Bowery-Houston Community GardenThe Flower DistrictFishing around New YorkKehila 
Kedosha Janina Synagogue and MuseumMasjid Al-TaqwaGanesha Hindu TempleOur Lady of Mount Carmel 
GrottoThe Memorials of the BatteryStrawberry Fields

About the AuthorMarci Reaven is the managing director of City Lore, an organization dedicated to the preservation of 
the living cultural heritage of New York City and America. Within City Lore she heads up Place Matters, a public 
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Pennsylvania. Prior to arriving in New York, Steve served for eight years as a folklorist at the Smithsonian Institution 
in Washington, D.C. 


